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Bush to Sign Myanmar Sanctions Bill
Mon Jul 28, 6:30 PM ET @Add White House - AP to My Yahoo!

WASHINGTON - President Bush (news - web sites) signed a bill and
issued an executive order on Monday to pressure rulers in the Asian
nation of Myanmar to release democracy activist Aung San Suu Kyi and
other political prisoners.

Among other things, the law bans the import of
products from Myanmar, also known as Burma.
The executive order freezes assets of senior
Burmese officials and prohibits virtually all
remittances to Myanmar.

"By denying these rulers the hard currency they
use to fund their repression, we are providing
strong incentives for democratic change and
human rights in Burma," Bush said in a

AP Photo

statement.

There was only scant opposition to the bill in Congress. The House
passed it on a vote of 418-2. The Senate's July 16 vote of 94-1came a

little more than a month after the military leaders of Myanmar re-arrested Do you ¢
Suu Kyi, who was awarded the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize. They other sy
simultaneously renewed their crackdown on the pro-democracy movement Sleep
she leads. «Dep
= Heat
"With the stroke of his pen, the president sent a message to the entire = Liml:
world that we must support democracy and freedom in Burma," said Sen. .P;:ﬁ“
Mitch McConnell (news, bio, vating recard), R-Ky., who joined Bush in the
 Memaory

Oval Office when the president signed the bill into law.

Since May, Burmese officials have ignored demands from around the
world to release Suu Kyi and other members of her National League for
Democracy and to reopen the league's offices.

Myanmar's military government blamed Suu Kyi on Saturday for the lack
of democracy in the nation. In a commentary published in three state-run
newspapers, Myanmar's rulers said the nation had been deprived of a
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parliamentary democracy because the National League for Democracy
withdrew from a constitution-drafting process in 1995.

In addition to banning the import of goods from Myanmar and freezing the
government's assets in America, Bush's actions expand the current ban
on granting U.S. visas to Myanmar leaders and codify existing policy that
opposes new international loans or technical aid to the nation. In 1997, the
United States banned American companies from investing in Myanmar.

The trade ban is aimed at Myanmar exports to the United States, which
totaled about $356 million in 2002, mostly in garments. The measure also
directs Secretary of State Colin Powell (news - web sites) to encourage
other nations to cut off support for Myanmar's government and to help the
country's democratic movement.

"U.S. imports of Burmese products have been bankrolling Burma's brutal
dictatorship,” said Rep. Tom Lantos, the ranking Democrat on the House
International Relations Committee. "Burma's major exporters are either
owned by the ruling thugs or are intricately tied to the government. This bill
will hit Burma's dictators where it hurts: in their checking accounts."

Bush said the repression in Burma contributes to problems that spill over
its borders — flows of refugees, narcotics trafficking and the spread of
AIDS (news - web sites). He urged the Association of South-East Asian
Nations to continue to impress upon the regime that its behavior goes
against association standards. He praised efforts by the European Union
(news - web sites) and Japan to bring democratic change to Burma.

The military seized power in 1988 and stepped in to void the 1990
elections that would have given power to Suu Kyi and her party. Suu Kyi
was under house arrest from 1989 to 1995 and again for 19 months
before her release in May 2002.

Congress considered similar legislation last year but held off after Suu Kyi
was released. But on May 30 the government launched an attack on her
supporters and again seized Suu Kyi, which revived the effort to impose
trade sanctions.

On the Net:

State Department's Myanmar page: hitp://www.state.gov/p/eap/ci/bm/
Suu Kyi's Nobel Prize page: hitp://www.nobel.se/peace/laureates/1991/
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